Valley View Community Primary School

20™ January 2022

Dear Parents and Carers

Following a couple of queries and questions from parents, we thought it might be useful to clarify a
few matters.

Staffing in Reception

As with other parts of school, we have been significantly impacted by Covid and a number of staff
have been absent. We have managed this in the best ways that we could and very much hope that
the situation will improve from this point forwards. We have been very sad that Mrs Wilkinson
(Teaching Assistant) has been away for some time whilst recovering from an operation, and we hope
that she will be back with us soon. She made a number of visits to see the children before Christmas
and we hope she may return later this term. Mrs Gemma McGeehan joined us in December as a
Teaching Assistant and will work with all children in Reception. Staffing levels continue to cause us
difficulty and we would ask you to bear with us and understand that we cannot offer quite the range
of activities in Reception that we can when we are fully staffed.

Playtimes and Lunchtimes

Children in Reception classes have their lunch at 11.45am until 12.30pm. They are often starting to
eat lunch before this supervised by classroom staff. Once they have eaten they play outside in the
school playground. We are currently keeping different phases apart from one another so they will
play just with their own age-group. Reception children do not have a ‘playtime’ in the middle of the
morning. This is because the way their learning is organised means that throughout the day they have
the opportunity for unstructured learning and social interaction. This takes place within and outside
the classroom and is planned and supervised by the classteachers.

Snack

Children in reception class are offered milk to drink and are encouraged to drink water from their
own water bottles whenever they wish. At lunchtime they have water with their meal. All children
are given a free piece of fruit or vegetable which is provided by the Government for all children in
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and year 2. We hope that children will eat these each morning, as it is
helping them to learn about healthy eating habits. If you wish to send your child with a snack to eat
during the morning this can only be a piece of fruit or a vegetable. Please don’t send your child with
anything else.

Meeting for Parents
Usually in the Autumn Term we hold a meeting for parents and carers which explains to you how we
teach children in Reception. This meeting has not yet taken place as we have been taking every
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possible precaution due to Covid. We are aware that we still wish to have this meeting and we think
that it would be more effectively delivered face to face than via Zoom. For this reason, we would ask
that you bear with us; we hope to arrange it for as soon as possible and if needs must (and cases stay
as high in school as currently), we may have to deliver through Zoom.

We would like to thank you for all your ongoing support and patience. It is so hard that we have not
been able to be more welcoming to new families- but hopefully we can make amends for this in the
coming months.

Thanks for your continued support

Mrs S Griggs

Mrs Sarah Griggs
Headteacher
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